


 The Lord disciplines the one He loves – Hebrews 12:62 Corrected Not Canceled



 The Lord disciplines the one He loves – Hebrews 12:6 3Corrected Not Canceled

Apostolic See of St. Thomas

DR. THEODOSIUS MAR THOMA METROPOLITAN

M
E

S
S

A
G

E
S



 The Lord disciplines the one He loves – Hebrews 12:64 Corrected Not Canceled

M
E

S
S

A
G

E
S



 The Lord disciplines the one He loves – Hebrews 12:6 5Corrected Not Canceled

M
E

S
S

A
G

E
S



 The Lord disciplines the one He loves – Hebrews 12:66 Corrected Not Canceled

M
E

S
S

A
G

E
S



Dearly Beloved in Christ,

Greetings in the name of  our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
It is great that the Ascension Mar Thoma Church, Philadelphia, is releasing a 
Souvenir for the occasion of  the 47th Mar Thoma Diocesan Youth Fellowship 
Conference. The main guest speaker is Rev. Mack Brandon. This year's theme is a 
special one: "Corrected, Not Cancelled," based on Hebrews 12:5-6.

This is an apt passage, especially for our youth. It reminds us that life can be 
difficult and that there are times when we fall. Yet God, in His unconditional love, 
desires that we abide in Him and continually strive toward the perfection He has 
set before us. When things do not go our way or when life seems unfair, God often 
allows these challenging moments to strengthen and shape us.

There are times when our minds feel overwhelmed, when we want to give up, or 
when we experience burnout. We may even ask, "Why is life so unfair?" This 
passage reminds us that even in our struggles and challenges, God still remembers 
us. We may feel abandoned, but the reality is that God is closer to us than we 
realize.

We are not forgotten or cancelled. We are loved. We are disciplined. We are 
corrected. Through His loving correction, God continues to mold us into the 
people He has called us to be.

May God be upon this conference and guide each one of  us to remember that we 
belong to Him, cherished and loved.
Prayerful regards,

Rev. Jess M. George
Vice President, Diocesan Youth Fellowship
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Message from 
Diocesan Youth Fellowship Vice President
Rev. JESS M. GEORGE
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Message from 
                            

Rev. Abraham Kuruvilla 
Youth Chaplain, Southeast Region Center B

 The Lord disciplines the one He loves – Hebrews 12:68 Corrected Not Canceled

M
E

S
S

A
G

E
S



Built For More Than This Moment

"For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do."   Ephesians 2:10
 
I have always been fascinated by how God creates things. Fish swim. Birds fly. Trees 
grow toward the light. None of  them need to be convinced to become what they were 
created to be because their design is already woven into them.
Human beings are different. We spend much of  our lives trying to discover who we are. 
We wonder if  we are enough. We compare ourselves to others. We question our 
purpose. We make mistakes. We succeed. We fail. And somewhere along the way, many 
of  us begin believing that our worst moments define us.
Yet Scripture tells a different story.
Ephesians 2:10 reminds us that we are God's handiwork. Some translations say 
workmanship. Others say masterpiece. The image is the same: God is still creating, still 
shaping, and still forming. The beautiful thing about a masterpiece is that it is not 
completed in a single moment. It develops. It changes. It is refined. Sometimes the 
Artist adds a brushstroke. Sometimes He removes one. Sometimes what feels like a 
setback is actually part of  the process.
The older I get, the more I realize that growth rarely happens when everything is going 
well. It often happens in the moments when God is teaching, redirecting, stretching, 
and refining us—not because He is against us, but because He is committed to us.
The world often measures people by a single chapter. God sees the entire story. Where 
we see failure, He sees formation. Where we see disappointment, He sees 
development. Where we see an ending, He sees a beginning.
That truth has given me tremendous hope.
It means that we do not have to be perfect to be used by God. It means that our 
mistakes do not have the final word. It means that every season—even the difficult 
ones—can become part of  God's greater purpose.
As we gather for DYFC 2026, my prayer is that we remember this: You are more than 
your successes. You are more than your failures. You are more than the labels placed 
upon you by others. You are God's handiwork, and the God who began a good work in 
you has not stopped working.
There are still pages to be written. There is still growth ahead. There is still purpose 
unfolding. Because the same God who created us is still shaping us into all He intended 
us to be. Let’s explore that together!
 
Grace and Peace,
Rev Mack Brandon 

Message from  
DYFC Main Speaker
Rev. Mack Brandon
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Message from Conveners

We live in a world that moves quickly.
Products are replaced when they stop working. Trends disappear as fast as they arrive. 
Mistakes are remembered, screenshots are saved, and people are often defined by their worst 
moments. Somewhere along the way, many of  us begin to believe that if  we fail enough times, 
we’re less valuable. Less useful. Less worthy.
So we learn to hide.
We hide our weaknesses behind  great achievements.
We hide our struggles behind smiles.
We hide the parts of  ourselves that feel unfinished, hoping no one will notice the cracks.

Yet God has never been intimidated by unfinished things.
Throughout creation, growth has always been a process. Trees do not reach their full height 
overnight.  Clay does not become a masterpiece the instant it touches the potter’s wheel. The 
most beautiful things are often shaped through failure, patience, and time.
The same is true for us.
There are seasons in life when God seems to be stretching us beyond our comfort. Moments 
when old habits are challenged, attitudes are exposed, and our plans begin to look different 
than we expected. In those moments, it can be tempting to assume that something has gone 
wrong.
But what if  those moments are not signs of  God’s absence? What if  they are evidence of  His 
attention?
The hands of  a sculptor remain closest to the stone that is still being shaped. The gardener 
spends the most time tending the branches he intends to grow. The teacher invests in the 
student he knows can do more.
God does not walk away from what He loves. He works on it. The areas of  our lives that feel 
uncomfortable, challenged, or refined are often the very places where God is doing His 
deepest work. Not because He is disappointed in us, but because He sees who we can become.
This year’s DYFC theme invites us to look at our lives through a different lens. To recognize 
that God’s involvement in our lives is not a sign of  rejection but of  relationship. That His 
desire to shape us comes from love, not condemnation. That being challenged by God is not 
the same as being abandoned by Him. The truth is that every one of  us is still becoming. Still 
growing, and still being shaped into the people God created us to be. And that process is not 
always easy. It requires humility, trust, and the ability to surrender the belief  that our failures 
have the final word.
But the good news is this: God is not finished with us. The chapters we wish we could erase, 
the mistakes we wish we could undo, and the weaknesses we try to hide, none of  them place us 
beyond His reach. Because the God who shapes is also the God who restores. The God who 
refines is also the God who remains. And the God who points out what needs to change is the 
same God who lovingly walks beside us through that change.
So as you journey through this conference, come with an open heart. You may discover that 
the places where He is working the most are not proof  that you have been set aside.
They are proof  that He is not done with you yet.

Joel & Jenna Samuel
2026 DYFC General Conveners
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Dear Friends in Christ,

Greetings in the precious name of  our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

It is a joy to welcome you to the Diocesan Youth Fellowship Conference (DYFC) 2026, hosted by Ascension 
Mar Thoma Church, Philadelphia. As young people from across our diocese come together for worship, 
fellowship, learning, and service, we are reminded of  God's faithfulness and His work in each of  our lives.

As we reflect on the theme of  DYFC 2026, we recognize a reality that shapes much of  our daily experience. We 
live in a world where nearly everything can be seen, shared, and evaluated instantly. Social media often magnifies 
mistakes, and a single comment, decision, or moment of  failure can follow someone long after it has passed. In a 
culture that places great value on appearances, many people feel pressure to project an image of  having 
everything together while keeping their struggles hidden. Because of  this, correction is often received as 
condemnation, and mistakes can feel permanent.

Hebrews 12:5–6 presents a different perspective. God does not treat our failures the way the world often does. 
He does not reject us when we fall short. Instead, He corrects us because we are His. His discipline is an 
expression of  His love, intended to shape us, strengthen us, and draw us closer to Him. When God corrects us, it 
is evidence that He is actively involved in our lives and committed to our growth.

As we gather in Philadelphia, the City of  Brotherly Love, we are reminded that genuine love is about more than 
celebrating one another's successes. It means walking alongside each other through struggles, setbacks, and 
seasons of  growth. Strong friendships, healthy communities, and Christ-centered relationships are built on 
grace, accountability, and commitment. They reflect the way Christ relates to us. God's love shows us that 
correction and compassion belong together, and that helping someone grow is one of  the clearest expressions 
of  care.

This message speaks directly to the challenges many young people face today. Whether in school, work, 
relationships, questions of  identity, or our walk of  faith, all of  us experience failure at times. Yet our mistakes do 
not define us, nor do they limit what God can accomplish through us. Through His loving discipline, God 
reminds us that growth remains possible, redemption remains available, and our story is still being written. In a 
world that is often quick to judge and slow to forgive, God remains faithful. He restores with grace, walks with us 
through every season, and never abandons His children.

We look forward to gathering together at DYFC 2026 and discovering more deeply what it means to live as 
people shaped by God's love, grace, and purpose.

In Christ's Service,

Evangeline John - Secretary
Diocesan Youth Fellowship

Luke Pothen - Joint Secretary
Diocesan Youth Fellowship

Message from Diocesan Youth Fellowship Secretary 
                                  & Joint Secretary
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President

Youth Chaplain

Conference Conveners

Worship Team Lead

Food Lead

Registration Lead

Prayer Warriors/Mission Lead

Souvenir Lead

Rev. Joji M. George

Rev. Abraham Kuruvilla

Jenna Samuel 
&

 Joel Samuel

Joshua Joseph

Roslyn Philip 

Sephora Joby

Ashley Joseph

Prince Jacob

Benny Philip

Joel Samuel

Ansa George

Noah John

Hanna Joseph

Alvin Cherian

AV Tech Lead

Logistics/ 
Accommodation Lead 

Fundraising Lead

Transportation Lead

Marketing Lead

Finance Lead 

CONFERENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE
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Conference Sub Committees
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Souvenir Lead - Prince Jacob

Food Lead – Roslyn Philip

Transportation Lead – Noah John

Fundraising  Lead – Ansa George

Finance  Lead – Alvin  Cherian

Logistics/Accomodation/
Medical Team Lead – Joel Samuel

Angel Cherian
Eleena Thomas
Dennis Ebby
Liji P. George
Binu C. Thomas

Hannah Wilson
Shyju Thomas
Baby George
Jaison John Philip
Anaj Mathew George

Nevin Thomas
Allan George
Hanna Joseph
Subin Abraham
Binu C . Thomas
Jijomon Joseph

Prince Jacob
Roslyn Philip
Abigail Skariah
Binu C. Thomas
Lijo  P. George
Jijomon  Joseph

Benny Philip
Abigail  Skariah
Angel Cherian
Binu C. Thomas
Sara Sam

Senya Sabu
Noah  John
Jerrin Varghese
Dhanya Kurien
Binu C. Thomas
Ashlyn Daniel 

Worship Team Lead – Joshua Joseph

Registration Lead – Sephora Joby

Prayer Warriors/Mission Lead – Ashley Joseph

AV Tech   Lead – Benny Philip

Marketing Lead – Hanna Joseph

Joshua Joseph
Melissa Thomas
Ashley Joseph
Eype John
Ansa George

Hanna Joseph
Ansa  George
Elisa Mathew
Sara Sam

Siyona  Abraham
Renny Roy
Nina Jacob

Hannah Joseph
Noah John
Prince Jacob

Allan George
Angel Cherian
Eleena Thomas
Eype John
Sephora Joby

(Rev Joji M. George, Rev Abraham Kuruvilla, Jenna Samuel, Joel Samuel and Benny Philip are apart of every subcommittee)



"My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart 

when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and 

he chastens everyone he accepts as his son."

                                                                                          Hebrews 12:5–6

In today's culture, "canceling" has become increasingly prevalent. A 

single mistake or failure can quickly define a person, and grace often feels 

scarce. In such an environment, correction can easily be mistaken for 

rejection. There is a constant pressure to appear flawless rather than to 

grow honestly.

Hebrews 12:5-6 presents a profoundly different model. God does not 

cancel — he corrects. His discipline is not rooted in anger or dismissal, 

but in love and commitment. While culture may withdraw at the first sign 

of imperfection, God draws closer with purposeful refinement. His 

correction is evidence that we belong to Him and that He is invested in 

who we are becoming.

As we gather in Philadelphia — a city known as the City of Brotherly Love 

— this message carries even deeper significance. True love does not 

abandon when flaws are revealed; it guides, restores, and strengthens. 

Hebrews reminds us that genuine love is not the absence of correction 

but the presence of commitment.

In a world quick to cancel and slow to forgive, God models a love that 

corrects with purpose, sustains with patience, and never lets go. It is a 

powerful and necessary lesson for young people today — that mistakes 

do not define us, growth is always possible, and true love does not walk 

away when we fall short.
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All participants are expected to adhere to the following rules and guidelines throughout the duration of the conference. 
The Ascension MTC Conference Committee reserves the right to update these rules and regulations as needed.

Attendance and punctuality at all scheduled meetings, sessions, and activities are mandatory.
Participants are expected to actively engage and conduct themselves respectfully during all conference events.

Participants must treat fellow attendees, staff, clergy, and volunteers with respect at all times.
Any inappropriate behavior, including harassment, bullying, or disruptive conduct, will not be tolerated and may result 
in disciplinary action, including removal from the conference without refund.
Participants are expected to uphold and respect the faith, values, and practices of the Mar Thoma Syrian Church and 
Ascension Mar Thoma Church.
Electronic devices should be used respectfully and must not cause distractions during sessions or services.

The use or possession of controlled substances (including drugs), alcohol, and vapes is strictly prohibited on 
conference grounds and hotel premises.
Violations may result in immediate dismissal from the conference without refund.

Participants must stay in their assigned rooms and are not permitted to switch rooms without prior approval from the 
Conference Committee.
Participants are not permitted to enter rooms assigned to the opposite gender.
Participants acknowledge that housing will be assigned and agree to respect roommates and all housing rules.
All participants must be in their assigned rooms by 11 PM.
Quiet hours will be enforced from 12  PM to 6 AM.
Participants must adhere strictly to lights-out and quiet hours set by the Conference Committee.

Participants must remain on conference premises at all times unless prior approval is granted by the Conference 
Conveners or designated officials.
Participants must sign out with a designated official if leaving the premises.
Participants may not loiter in or access unauthorized areas of the conference or hotel facilities.

Transportation between the hotel and conference venue will be provided via buses and vans.
Participants must follow all instructions during transportation and remain with the group at all times.
The organizers are not responsible for individuals who miss scheduled transportation.
Participants must travel using the provided transportation. If a participant drives to the conference, their vehicle must 
remain on church premises throughout the conference.

Participants are expected to respect Ascension Mar Thoma Church and the Four Points Sheraton hotel by maintaining 
cleanliness and orderliness.
Participants are responsible for their personal belongings at all times.
Any damage to property or facilities will be the financial responsibility of the individual involved.

In the event of an emergency, participants must immediately notify a Conference Convener or Committee Member.
In case of emergency, participants authorize conference organizers to seek medical treatment on their behalf.
A valid government-issued ID may be required during check-in or upon request.
The conference hosts will make every effort to ensure the safety of all participants.

Participants give permission to be photographed and/or video recorded for church and conference-related use.

Participants must wear appropriate and modest attire at all conference events.

Failure to comply with any of the above rules may result in disciplinary action, including warnings, fines, or immediate 
removal from the conference without refund.
The Conference Committee reserves the right to enforce these rules as deemed necessary to ensure the safety and 
integrity of the event.

Participants must wear their conference name badges at all times during conference events.

Participants are responsible for their room keys/access cards. Lost or damaged keys may incur a replacement fee.

Participants are expected to bring a physical Bible for use during sessions and worship.

Participants are responsible for their personal belongings. The conference organizers are not responsible for lost, 
stolen, or misplaced items.

The Ascension MTC Conference Registration team will be contacting parish Vicars to verify membership with the parish 
you are registering with. Your registration will not be final until your membership is verified. 

Final decisions regarding rule enforcement may involve clergy (Achen) along with the Conference Committee.

Thank you,

1. Attendance & Participation

3. Substance Policy

5. Movement & Supervision

7. Property & Cleanliness

9. Media Consent

11. Enforcement

13. Key / Room Access Responsibility

15. Valuables Disclaimer

17. Authority & Final Decision

2. Conduct & Behavior

4. Housing & Curfew

6. Transportation

8. Safety & Emergencies

10. Dress Code

12. Name Tag & Identification

14. Bible Requirement

16. Membership Verification

Ascension MTC Youth Fellowship

Conference Rules and Regulations – DYFC 2026
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Fred Gross  
Construction 

 The Lord disciplines the one He loves – Hebrews 12:616 Corrected Not Canceled



 The Lord disciplines the one He loves – Hebrews 12:6 17Corrected Not Canceled



 The Lord disciplines the one He loves – Hebrews 12:618 Corrected Not Canceled



 The Lord disciplines the one He loves – Hebrews 12:6 19Corrected Not Canceled



 The Lord disciplines the one He loves – Hebrews 12:620 Corrected Not Canceled



 The Lord disciplines the one He loves – Hebrews 12:6 21Corrected Not Canceled



 The Lord disciplines the one He loves – Hebrews 12:622 Corrected Not Canceled



 The Lord disciplines the one He loves – Hebrews 12:6 23Corrected Not Canceled



 The Lord disciplines the one He loves – Hebrews 12:624 Corrected Not Canceled



ePROMIS Solutions 

P.Thomas Mathew 
Director
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With Best 

Compliments 

From:

PHILADELPHIA, PA19116
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Ascension Marthoma Church 

YUVAJANA SAKHYAM
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Ascension Marthoma Church 

YOUNG FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
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Ascension Marthoma Church 

EDAVAKA MISSION
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Ascension Marthoma Church 

Sevika Sangham
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Ascension Marthoma Church 

SENIOR CITIZEN FELLOWSHIP
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
ASCENSION MARTHOMA CHURCH 
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Ascension MTC Choir



WILSANT BABUKUTTY 

FAMILY
 &

EL
IT

E 
BE

ST
 C

O
M

PL
IM

EN
TS

 The Lord disciplines the one He loves – Hebrews 12:6 39Corrected Not Canceled



ENT & Allergy
Associates
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PHILIP BIJU DANIEL 
& Family
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“But God demonstrates his own love 
for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.”
                                     (Romans 5:8)

Denis Ebby
Ebby Varughese 
& 
Beena Ebby
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Elvin Varghese and Family
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Anu Skariah 
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Binu C. Thomas & family
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Dr. Kevin John, MD

Dr. Jordan John, MD

Jason John, MPH



John Mathew
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Sunil, Selva, Joel, Jenna 
and Jocelyn Samuel
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Noel Abraham and family
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Christos 
Marthoma Church 
Youth Fellowship

Christos 
Marthoma Church 
Youth Fellowship
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St Stephens Marthoma 

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP
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St Johns 

Marthoma Church 

Youth Fellowship

St Johns 

Marthoma Church 

Youth Fellowship
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Andrew, Benjamin 
Sheeba & Pradip  
The Cherian Family

Best Compliments from 
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 Fr. JACOB JOHN
 Chaplain of the Redeemer Health System

We hope this conference fires you up, challenges the way you think, and helps you see the massive potential 
God has placed inside you. Don't just sit through it let it change the way you move.

Love & prayers,
Cornerstone Mar Thoma Congregation
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Robin George 
and family

Johnson Varghese 
and family
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Best Compliments from 

Sijo George 
and family

Jerrin Varghese 
and family
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 Reji Thomas      family&

THE GEORGE FAMILY

Joji, Susan, Nolan & Marcus

Corrected by God’s love,
redirected by His grace,
never canceled.
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Jaison John Philip 
and Family

Best Compliments from 

THE MATHEWS FAMILY !
 Sandeep, Bessie and Evangeline
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Varghese Madackel 
and family

Aji George and family
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Joseph K. Varghese and family

Subin Abraham 

 family
&

Best Compliments from: 
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 Jijomon Joseph 
and family

Joji Samuel and family

 The Lord disciplines the one He loves – Hebrews 12:664 Corrected Not Canceled



Jibby Varghese 
and family

Jerry Alex and family
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Best Compliments from: 

Eapen John and family

Bobby Cherian and family
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ABEY CHERIAN 

family
&

Biji Varghese and family
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Prince 
 

Nina Jacob
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SATHESH MATHEW 
and family
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WithBest 

Compliments From

WithBest 

Compliments From

Justin Thomas 
& Family

Sam Kurien 
& Family
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JEFFY KOSHY 
and 

family
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Best Compliments from 

Santosh Abraham 
and

family

Joji Varghese Kurien 

Elizabeth Mathew

&
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 Shanto 
Siji 

Austin 
& Adrian

Baby Thomas, Lissy Baby & Brian Thomas
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THOMAS MATHEW (BABU) &  SUSY
1132 Bloomdale Road
Phila, Pa 19115
2679687101

WithBest  Compliments From

MATHEW PHILIP 
Cherukara Palackamannil
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 Mr. John Daniel and family 

 Sherin Daniel 

John Daniel 
and family

SHERIN DANIEL 

Best Compliments from: 
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